
 
 

RFP – 50-state review of laws criminalizing address sharing 

availabletoall.org 

 

OVERVIEW OF THE OPPORTUNITY 

Available to All seeks to commission a white paper that will document and analyze how each of the 50 

states (and the District of Columbia) treat families that lie about their address in order to gain access to 

a public school that utilizes restrictive geographic enrollment policies (either district boundary lines 

and/or attendance zones).  

Many states have specific laws that criminalize the use of an incorrect address, while other states 

prosecute parents under general fraud statutes.  Parents have been prosecuted, jailed, or fined 

excessively for lying about their address to get their children into a better school.  The white paper will 

look at relevant statutes and case law, as well as examples of how school district officials and law 

enforcement have used the statutes against public school parents. 

Our ideal partner for this effort would be either (1) an individual with a background in civil rights law, 

investigative journalism, and/or detailed policy analysis, or (2) an organization devoted to civil rights 

and/or educational opportunity. 

Budget for the project is $60,000, and our goal is to publish a finished report in early 2023.  Tim 

DeRoche, the President of Available to All and the author of A Fine Line, will work closely with the 

partner and will be a co-author of the report. 

 

OUR MISSION AND VISION 

The mission of Available to All is to ensure that all public schools are “available to all on equal terms,” as 

promised by Chief Justice Earl Warren’s famous opinion in Brown v. Board of Education. 

As a nonpartisan watchdog, Available to All aims to increase the public’s access to the most coveted 

public schools by: (1) exposing unfair or illegal enrollment practices by any public school, (2) 

documenting how these policies are bad for American families and the American social contract, (3) 

supporting parents in gaining equal access to public schools, (4) advocating for legislative and policy 
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reforms that will open up the schools, and (5) litigating cases against schools and districts that break the 

law. 

In the near term, our focus is on the following areas: 

1. End educational redlining: Minimize the importance of district boundary lines and attendance 

zones in public school admissions. 

 

2. Remove loopholes from Open Enrollment laws: Reform Open Enrollment laws to allow families 

to access schools other than the ones they are assigned to. 

 

3. Ensure equal access for disabled kids: Ensure that disabled children are not unfairly excluded 

from the schools where they will thrive. 

 

4. Enforce existing laws on lotteries, waitlists, & assignment algorithms: Work to hold schools 

and districts accountable for existing laws that prevent them from discriminating in admissions. 

 

5. Decriminalize address sharing: Reform laws that allow parents to be jailed or fined excessive 

amounts when they use someone else’s address to gain access to a better school for their child. 

 

DETAILS OF THE OPPORTUNITY 

At Available to All, we believe that it Is a fundamental violation of the American social contract to 

allocate seats in public schools based on where the family lives.  Because public schools can vary so 

much even within the same city or even neighborhood, Americans of all races and income levels have 

become accustomed to using incorrect addresses to gain access to the public school that they believe 

will best meet the needs of their children.  Governments have responded with laws that criminalize 

address sharing, imposing jail sentences or excessive fines on parents who violate these laws. 

These laws place an enormous burden on middle and low-income families who may not be able to 

afford a home within the attendance zones of the best public schools.  What’s more, these punitive laws 

are inconsistently enforced.  It appears that low-income people of color are more likely to be prosecuted 

than others. 

Research can start with the attached table from Tim DeRoche’s book A Fine Line.  This table contains an 

incomplete list of state laws that criminalize address sharing.  There is also this report by Aljazeera 

America, as well as this analysis done for the Connecticut General Assembly.   

We hope that the report will do the following: 

1. Compare and contrast state statutes that criminalize address sharing: Highlight those states 

that have specific statutes that allow for criminal prosecution or excessive fines.  Identify states 

that prosecute citizens under general fraud statutes.  Review how these penalties may conflict 
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with promises in the state constitutions that the public schools be “open to all” or that all state 

residents have “equality of educational opportunity.” 

 

2. Review strategies that districts use to enforce such laws: Enforcement mechanisms vary by 

district and state, including private investigators, tip lines, and district staff that conduct home 

checks (see Chapter 6 of A Fine Line). 

 

3. Highlight examples of families that have been prosecuted: We wish to develop a more 

comprehensive list of parents that have been prosecuted for address sharing, starting with high-

profile cases like Kelley Williams-Bolar (a Board member of Available to All) and Hamlet Garcia. 

 

4. Draw out any inconsistencies in how the statutes are enforced: We believe that low-income 

people of color are much more likely to be prosecuted for address sharing, and their kids are 

much more likely to be expelled from good schools.  Our goal will be to identify any 

inconsistencies in how these statutes are enforced. 

 

5. Identify any states or jurisdictions that have decriminalized address sharing: Rep. Valenicia 

Stovall of Georgia proposed a bill that would have made it legal to share your address with 

family in order to let that family gain access to your zoned school.  While the bill never made it 

to a vote in the Georgia legislature, we want to document any other states or jurisdictions that 

have decriminalized address sharing. Connecticut allows districts to expel students, but they 

have eliminated jail and fines as punishment. 

 

6. Make recommendations for decriminalizing address sharing and discouraging abuse by school 

district officials or local law enforcement. 

 

 

SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS 

Please submit proposals to tim@availabletoall.org by September 16, 2022.   

Our ideal partner for this effort would be either (1) an individual with a background in civil rights law, 

investigative journalism, and/or detailed policy analysis, or (2) an organization devoted to civil rights 

and/or educational opportunity. 
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From Appendix B of Tim DeRoche’s book, A Fine Line: 

 

 


